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YWCA COLUMBUS AND THIS GUIDE
YWCA Columbus defies the status quo by aiming to put women, people of
color, and other marginalized people on equal footing. By fostering dialogue
and providing resources such as this voter guide, we aim to promote change
and empowerment. We believe by tackling systemic oppression through
social change, we will create a Columbus of peace, justice, freedom and
dignity for all.

 
All information offered in this guide is nonpartisan. This means that the
information in this guide does not support or oppose any candidate or
political party. 

Y.W.C.A. TO VOTER EDUCATION
YWCA Columbus has
created an acronym to
assist and educate on voting
in this election. The guide
will follow this Y.W.C.A.
acronym to educate readers
on how to register to vote,
navigate local issues and
candidates, identify polling
locations and how to get
themselves and others
involved in the voting
process!

Please make sure to follow 
YWCA Columbus on these
platforms for updated
voting information.
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Voting in Ohio

 To help make important and necessary changes in the way your city, state, and country is run.

Yes, your vote is private. No one will know how you vote unless you tell them.

You are a citizen of the United States;
You will be at least 18 years old on or before the day of the next general election. (If you will be
18 on or before the general election, you may vote in the primary election to nominate
candidates, but you cannot vote on issues or party central committees until you are 18)
You will be a resident of Ohio for at least 30 days immediately before the election in which you
want to vote
You are not incarcerated (in prison or jail) for a felony conviction under the laws of this state,
another state, or the United States.

Governor and Lieutenant Governor
Attorney General
Auditor of State
Secretary of State
Treasurer of State
US Senator and US House of Representatives
State House of Representative and State Senate
Local Issues

 The general election is November 8th, 2022.

Why vote?

 Is my vote private? 

Who can vote?

 What will I be voting for? 
 On Tuesday, November 8, Ohio voters will cast their vote for:

When is Election Day?

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.
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Yes, I'm registered!

Voting as an unhoused person 
People who are unhoused can absolutely still vote! If they are experiencing homelessness, they
may register to vote using the address where they sleep. This location may be a shelter or a
friend’s house.

Voting if you have been convicted of a crime
Any otherwise qualified person convicted of a misdemeanor may vote, and any otherwise
qualified person who had been convicted of a felony may register and vote while on probation
or parole, or after completing their jail or prison sentence.

Voting in Ohio

You will need one of the following: 

• Government document or credential with
photo ID (e.g driver’s license, State ID, valid
U.S. Passport, military ID)

• Government ID document/ credential
without photo (e.g., certified birth certificate
or signed Social Security card)

• An official document that shows name and
address of voter (e.g., eligibility for public
benefits, utility bill, bank statement,
government check, paycheck)

 

Important Voting Deadlines

October 11, 2022- The deadline to register to
vote or update your voter registration for the
November 8, 2022 General election

Check voter registration: 
 https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters

September 23, 2022- Military and overseas
absentee voting begins

October 12, 2022- Absentee voting by mail
begins (must be submitted by 7:30pm on
voting day)

October 12, 2022- Early in person voting
begins. Includes two Saturdays, and the
Sunday and Monday before the Election

November 8, 2022- Election day voting. Polls
are open from 6:30 AM- 7:30 PM

 

 When you register to Vote 

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.

https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/
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You must fill out a voter registration form (See Below for A Photo of the Voter Registration form)

Name
Date of Birth
Address
Last four digits of your Social Security
number

By Mail: You can fill out a voter registration form
and mail it to your board of elections.

The address of your Board of Elections can be
found at VoteOhio.gov/Boards

Online: You can now register to vote online at
https://olvr.ohiosos.gov/.

To register online you still need an Ohio driver’s
license or an Ohio identification card number
along with:

Absentee Ballot Request: To request an
absentee ballot head to
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/absent
ee-ballot/

Fill out all fields, click the download and print
button then mail to your board of elections
address. The deadline to request an absentee
ballot by mail is 12:00 noon on the Saturday
before Election Day.

Check your voter registration:
To ensure your voter registration is current or to
update it, go to
https://tinyurl.com/OhioVoterLookUp

Check your polling location
 To check your polling location based on the
county you reside in, please go to
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/toolkit
/polling-location/

How to Register to Vote 

http://voteohio.gov/Boards
https://olvr.ohiosos.gov/
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/absentee-ballot/
https://voterlookup.ohiosos.gov/voterlookup.aspx
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/toolkit/polling-location/


Positions on the Ballot
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Execu
tive B

ran
ch

Governor
Current Incumbent: Mike DeWine
Opposing Candidates: Nan Whaley, Tim Grady
Term: 4 Years
Term Limit: Two consecutive, four-year terms

The Governor is the Chief Executive Officer of state
government. The Governor is responsible for proposing the
state budget, appointing state department directors and
members of boards and commissions (except for the state
school board, whose members are elected) and signing into
law or vetoing bills passed by the Ohio General Assembly.

 

Ohio’s state government contains three branches which are elected by Ohio voters. The Executive
Branch features the highest executive position in the state of Ohio which is the Governor. This

branch administers laws, budgeting and planning for economic growth in the state.
 

Lieutenant
Governor

Secretary of
State 

Attorney
General

Current Incumbent: Jon Husted
Opposing Candidate: Cheryl Stephens
Term: 4 years
Term Limit: Two consecutive, four-year terms

The Lieutenant Governor is also a member of the
Governor’s cabinet and presides in the absence of the
Governor. The Governor may appoint the Lieutenant
Governor to be the director of one of the departments.

Current Incumbent: Frank LaRose
Opposing Candidates: Chelsea Clark, Terpsehore Maras
Term: 4 Years
Term Limit: Two consecutive, four- year terms

The Secretary of State is the Chief Election Officer for the state,
appointing members of the 88 County Boards of Elections and
ensuring the integrity of the Ohio voting process. The Secretary is
also charged with safely keeping the laws and resolutions passed by
the Ohio General Assembly. The Secretary of State’s office grants
authority to companies to do business in Ohio and provides the
public access to a wide variety of records and documents.

Current Incumbent: Dave Yost
Opposing Candidate: Jeff Crossman
Term: 4 years
Term Limit: Two consecutive, four-year terms

The Attorney General is the lawyer for the state and all its
departments. The Attorney General has enforcement
authority as empowered by the General Assembly. The
Attorney General also provides support to local law
enforcement agencies.

**An incubent is someone who currently holds this position and is up for reelection
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The following chart details the remaining three executive office positions including Treasurer,
Auditor and the State Board of Education.

House of
Representatives

Senator

 

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.

  Treasurer

Auditor

State Board of
Education

Current Incumbent: Keith Faber
Opposing Candidate: Taylor Sappington 
Term: 4 years
Term Limit: Two consecutive, four-year terms

The Auditor audits all public offices in Ohio, including
cities and villages, schools and universities, counties and
townships, as well as the many departments, agencies and
commissions of state government. The Auditor’s office
also has the responsibility of making monthly
distributions of state revenues to these entities.

Current Incumbent:  Robert Sprague
Opposing Candidate: Scott Schertzer 
Term: 4 years
Term Limit: Two consecutive, four-year terms

In general, the Treasurer serves as the state’s banker.
The state Treasurer manages the state’s multi-billion
dollar investment portfolios. Using sophisticated security
measures and procedures, the Treasurer maintains an
accurate account of all state and custodial funds,
including those of the state’s five public pension systems

 
 

Positions up for election-5 seats open
Term: 4 years
Term Limit: two consecutive four year terms

The Ohio State Board of Education regulates every school in
the state. The Board also sets standards for education and
certifying Ohio teachers. The Board provides leadership
toward the continuous improvement of Ohio schools by
making budgetary recommendations to the governor and
the General Assembly. There are 19 board members, 11
elected and eight appointed by the Governor. 

Check out the Honesty for Ohio Education's website for the latest updates on the State Board
of Education's election and other updates pertaining to Ohio's state of education

https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/
 

  You can also click here to watch a video on how voting impacts the state board of education!

Execu
tive B

ran
ch

https://ballotpedia.org/Taylor_Sappington
https://ballotpedia.org/Scott_Schertzer
https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NrBAbS_zcso&t=22s
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Leg
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State Senator

 

State House of
Representative

US State
Senator

US House of
Representative

Positions up for election: All 99 seats
Term: 2 years
Term Limit: four consecutive two year terms

In Ohio, State Representatives have the same roles as the
US Representatives, but on the state level. They propose
and vote on laws. Ohio’s House of Representatives has 99
members. All seats are up for election in 2022. 
 

The legislative branch makes laws and consists of the House of Representatives and the Senate. Once a
law becomes a bill it is voted on in the House and if it passes with a simple majority (218 out of 435 votes),
it will be passed to the Senate. Once there, a simple majority (51 out of 100 votes) is required to pass the

bill. All Senators and Represenatives are assigned to specific districts in the state.

Check here to find out your House and Senate District
 https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/ohio-candidates/district-maps/

Positions up for election: 17
Term: 4 years
Term Limit: two consecutive four year terms

In Ohio, State Senators have the same roles as the US
Senator, but on the state level. Ohio State Senate has 33
members. There are 3 House Districts within each
Senate District.

Positions up for election in Ohio: 1
Canidates: Tim Ryan, J. D Vance
Term: 6 years
Term Limit: Two consecutive, four- year terms

US Senators oversee impeachment proceedings of high
federal officials, are tasked with exercising the power of
advice and consent on treaties, and play an important role in
the confirmation (or denial) of certain appointments
including ambassadors and judicial court justices. Each state
has two Senators in the U.S Senate. 
 

Positions up for election in Ohio: 15 seats
Term: 2 years
Term Limit: Six consecutive, two-year terms

US Representatives have three main roles: to make laws,
to serve as a representative from their home state and
to oversee the administration of public policy. 

https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/ohio-candidates/district-maps/
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Legislative Branch

 

The judicial branch includes the Ohio Supreme Court and it's Appellate Courts (Appellate courts review
the procedures and the decisions in the trial court to make sure that the proceedings were fair and that the
proper law was applied correctly) Judges and justices sole position is to interpret the law, determine the

constitutionality of the law, and apply it to individual cases.  
 
 

House of
Representatives

 

Ohio 
Appellate 

Courts

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.

Term: 6 years for justices with no term limit

The Ohio Appellate Courts’ function is to hear
appeals from the common pleas, municipal and
county courts. Each case is heard and decided by a
three-judge panel. The state is divided into 12
appellate districts.

 
 
 

 The importance of judicial races cannot be understated as this branch and its roles limit the power and influence
of the other two branches. The Ohio Supreme Court is empowered to determine the constitutionality of laws

created by the Ohio General Assembly. All judges also play a key role in the implementation and enforcement of
legislation created by the state. The judges also decide which cases to hear, set bail amounts, and determine

sentencing length. Judges can also make decisions on whether or not to defer people to mental health and drug
addiction resources instead of sending them to prison. To make the most educated vote in this upcoming

election, checking your voter registration and know which judges are running for office in your district.
 

Watch this video to learn more about the importance of Judicial Branch elections!
 

 

House of
Representatives

Current Incumbent: Dave Yost
Term: 4 years
Term Limit: two consecutive four year terms

The attorney general is the lawyer for the state and all its
departments. The attorney general has enforcement
authority as empowered by the General Assembly. The
attorney general also provides support to local law
enforcement agencies.

 

Ohio 
Appellate 

Courts

Ohio
 Supreme

 Court 
Term: 6 years for Justices with no term limit

The Supreme Court is the highest court in the state.
Most of its cases are appeals from the 12 district
courts of appeal The Supreme Court, which is made
up of the chief justice and six justices.

Three out of the six Justices' terms are up for
election in 2022.

 
 
 

Term: 6 years for justices with no term limit

The Ohio Appellate Courts’ function is to hear
appeals from the common pleas, municipal and
county courts. Each case is heard and decided by a
three-judge panel. The state is divided into 12
appellate districts.

 
 
 

Ju
d

icial B
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ch

*See Supreme Court Statement on page 16.

https://ballotpedia.org/State_intermediate_appellate_court_elections,_2022
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x8aj4erehng&t=27s
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The next several pages will feature issues on the ballot for Central Ohio.
Some of these issues may not appear on your ballot. Issues are based on the address you

are registered to vote. Be sure to check your voter registration to get the most accurate
issues ballot. 

Local Issues

 

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.

Issue 1 proposes an amendment to the Ohio Constitution that requires the
courts to consider factors like public safety when setting the amount of bail,

with two important implications. If passed, Issue 1 would transfer the power of
bail from the Ohio Supreme Court to the Ohio Legislature, preserving the cash
bail system (where the wealthy will be able to provide cash bail, and the poor

will not). This issue may fortify an already inequitable system of justice in Ohio. 
 

As decided by the US & Ohio Supreme Courts, the sole purpose of bail is to
ensure that accused persons appear in court, and considering other factors

qualifies as excessive bail. Therefore, enshrining cash bail continues to foment
inequity within the criminal legal system, creating undue harm for poor people

who stay locked up prior to a trial or conviction.  
 

This issue is a statewide constitutional amendment.
 
 

In addition, please use this pdf as a guide for issues flied in the 2022 election:
https://tinyurl.com/FCIssues.

 

  Issue 1: Public Safety in Cash Bail
Statewide Constitutional Amendment

https://vote.franklincountyohio.gov/BOEL-website/media/Election-Info/2022/(1)%20Primary%20Election%20-%20May%203,%202022/(2)%20Candidates%20and%20Issues/Certified-Issues-and-Local-Options-2.pdf


Local issues on the Ballot

What's on my ballot?

WE VOTEWE VOTEWE VOTE   WHWHWHYYY Page 10

 

Local Issues

 

  Issue 2:
Statewide Constitutional Amendment

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.

 This issue is a Statewide Constitutional Amendment that prohibits local
government from allowing non-citizens to vote. Based on the language used

on the ballot, there is potential that this issue may also bar 17-year-old
persons turning 18 during an election year from voting.

 
Issue 2 if passed, would enshrine in the Ohio Constitution that would only

allow a legal resident who has been registered for 30 days to be able to vote in
state and local elections. This amendment would block those who do not fit

this criteria from voting in local elections. .
 
 

Please use this pdf as a guide for issues flied in the 2022 election:
https://tinyurl.com/FCIssues.

 

https://vote.franklincountyohio.gov/BOEL-website/media/Election-Info/2022/(1)%20Primary%20Election%20-%20May%203,%202022/(2)%20Candidates%20and%20Issues/Certified-Issues-and-Local-Options-2.pdf
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Local Issues

 

  Issue 10: Franklin County Senior
Services Levy Renewal

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.

Issue 10 is a Senior Services Levy issue that was first passed in 2017. 
The Senior Services Levy provides Franklin County residents aged 60 and older
maintain their independence so they can age in place in their own home for as
long as possible. The levy supports home delivered meals, respite care, adult

day care and more. This would be the 5 year renewal. Due to it being a
renewal, taxes would not increase but they would not be same as previous

years due to the levy being based on current property assessments.
 

Please check back for further information on this issue, as we will update this
page as we learn more information.

 
In addition, please use this pdf as a guide for issues flied in the 2022 election:

https://tinyurl.com/FCIssues.

https://vote.franklincountyohio.gov/BOEL-website/media/Election-Info/2022/(1)%20Primary%20Election%20-%20May%203,%202022/(2)%20Candidates%20and%20Issues/Certified-Issues-and-Local-Options-2.pdf
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Local Issues

 

  Issues 14-18: Columbus City Bond
to fund citywide resources

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.

Issues 14-18 is a bond in which the City of Columbus will ask voters to approve
a $1.5 billion voted bond package to finance improvements in neighborhoods
across the city. Mayor Ginther advanced resolutions of necessity to Columbus

City Council, which is the first step in placing the issues on the November
ballot. The issues will not increase taxes for Columbus residents.

 
With more than 54,000 Franklin County residents paying more than 50% of

their income on rent, and a housing market that struggles to match the
demands of Columbus’ population growth, this bond package quadruples the
allocation for affordable housing from the similar 2019 bond package. If voted
through, Columbus residents would cosign on these bonds and if income tax
revenue fails to meet expectations, which the City of Columbus says is highly
unlikely, it could mean increased property taxes on all Columbus residents. 

 
A lack of affordable housing strains the entire Columbus housing ecosystem,

including the YWCA Columbus’ emergency shelter services which has
documented longer and longer stays. Marginalized and housing insecure

populations, including Black single mothers, low-income families, seniors, and
persons with disabilities, are most affected by the Columbus affordable

housing crisis, and have the most gain from the passage of this bond package.
Issues 14-18 play a key part in Mayor Ginther’s housing strategy and are

integral to supporting equity midst Columbus’ economic growth. 
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Local Issues

 

  Issues 14-18: Columbus City Bond
to fund citywide resources (cont'd)

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.

The bond would also allocate $300 million to health, safety & infrastructure,
$200 million for parks and recreation, $200 million for neighborhood

development, $250 million for public service, and $550 million for public
utilities.

 
Examples of projects funded through prior bond packages include resurfacing

700 streets, financing police and fire facilities, new recreation centers, parks
and pools, and water and sewer infrastructure that ensure access to safe,

clean drinking water. 
 

In addition, please use this pdf as a guide for issues flied in the 2022 election:
https://tinyurl.com/FCIssues.

 

https://vote.franklincountyohio.gov/BOEL-website/media/Election-Info/2022/(1)%20Primary%20Election%20-%20May%203,%202022/(2)%20Candidates%20and%20Issues/Certified-Issues-and-Local-Options-2.pdf
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Supreme Court Statement

 

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.

The Ohio Supreme Court is the definitive voice on important questions
affecting residents all across Ohio, and on the upcoming November 8th ballot,

voters will be asked to select three of the seven justices. Just as the Ohio
Supreme Court has the power to uphold fair, free, and equitable policies, it

has the power to do the opposite.  
 

Because federal abortion rights were overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court,
Ohio’s highest courts now contain a significant amount of power over abortion

rights in the state. The Ohio Supreme Court decides precedents that impact
the daily lives of all Ohio residents, including abortion rights. Similarly, the

Ohio Supreme Court also dictates decisions over important issues like
redistricting, education, housing, and childcare, and every voter should

consider how their vote has lasting implications on themselves, their
neighbors, and their communities.  
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Check Voter Registration

Request or track
 your mail in ballot!

Preview your ballot

Locate your polling location
 and hours of operation

Voting Day Plan

Spread the word!

Check that you are registered to vote and that your
voter registration is current by going to

https://voterlookup.ohiosos.gov/voterlookup.aspx
 
 

Absentee Ballot Request: To request an
absentee ballot you go to

https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/
voters/absentee-ballot/.

 
Track your absentee ballot by going to

https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/
toolkit/ballot-tracking/

 
 

Before you head to the polls or fill out
your mail-in ballot, familiarize yourself

with who’s on your ballot.
Go to ballotready.org 

or vote411.com and input the address
you are registered to vote to get the

most accurate ballot.
 

If you choose to vote in person, locate
your polling place. If you’re voting

absentee, check your ballot for a drop
off location or, if you intend to mail in
your ballot, find the address and the

date by which it must be postmarked.
 How do you plan to get to your polling

place? What time are you going to vote?
Do you have childcare? 

 
If you’re taking public transportation, go

on to the COTA website to track any
possible delays. 

 
Encourage your friends and family to
vote. Advise them to make their own

plan to vote. Post your sticker on
social media

 
 



Crafting my plan to vote

Voting Day Checklist
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One of the best ways to ensure your vote counts is to have a handy check list! Don't forget to
amplify your vote and help improve voter turn out by reminding your friends and family to vote, by

and sharing this voting day checklist! 

Checklist
 
 

I checked my voter registration/ polling location

I have my sample ballot

I have a ride to my polling location
or know the status of absentee ballot

 

Creating a voting plan days and weeks before the election will ensure that nothing will stand the way
of you casting your vote. Election day voting is on November 8th, 2022 and polls are open from 6:30
AM- 7:30 PM.

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.

I have my ID or other form of identification

I received my Voting sticker and have
encouraged others to vote!

 



Amplify your vote! Get involved!

Amplify my Impact!

 https://pollworkertracker.ohiosos.gov/signup 

https://www.lwvohio.org/electionsandvoting
https://www.ohiowomensalliance.org/vote

Become a poll worker!

Phone bank or canvass your neighborhood to spread the word about the
upcoming election. Check out these links to find ways to get involved:

Amplify your vote in your community by committing to the following steps!
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Share this resource guide with your
coworkers, family members and community.

 
YWCA Columbus recommends frequently

checking back on the guide for ballot
updates!

Make sure to follow YWCA Columbus on
our social media platforms for upcoming

rally and voter friendly events.
 

Make sure to spread the word 
by sharing the posts and announcements

with your community!
 
 

Lastly, spread the word about the
upcoming election, how to check your

voter registration and get a buddy to join
you on voting day!

https://pollworkertracker.ohiosos.gov/signup
https://pollworkertracker.ohiosos.gov/signup
https://pollworkertracker.ohiosos.gov/signup
https://www.lwvohio.org/electionsandvoting
https://www.ohiowomensalliance.org/vote
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THANK YOU!
 

Taking the time to read this guide and educating yourself on local issues
and open seat positions makes you not only an informed voter, but also a
change agent in your community! Continue to be an advocate and amplify
the importance of voting. Remember to share the Y.W.C.A Voting acronym

within your community so we will all be prepared this voting season! 

Page 16

Yes, I'm registered!

What's on my ballot?

Crafting my plan to vote

Amplify my Impact!

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.

Stay up to date, and follow us on social media!

@ywcacbus@ywcaccoumbus@ywca-columbus

http://ywcacbus/
http://ywcacbus/
https://twitter.com/ywcacolumbus?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ywca-columbus/

